






Date: 26 October 2009

Issuing organization: The European Women’s Lobby (EWL)

Open letter to the EU Heads of State and Government ahead of the 29-30 October Brussels European Council – 

Is democratic representation of both women and men too much to ask for in 21st Century Europe? 

Dear European Heads of State and Government,

We, representatives of more than 2500 women’s organisations from across the 27 European Union (EU) Member States and three EU candidate countries, write to remind you, our representatives, of your democratic duty to ensure that women are represented in the highest levels of European governance.

It will be an exciting moment when you, as our elected leaders, will make public nominations for some of Europe’s most prestigious and powerful posts. On 29-30 October, you will discuss the members of the new Commission and candidates for the so called “EU top jobs”, namely the potential first ever President of the Council of Ministers and the incoming EU foreign policy chief. The people you choose will have the power to shape the future of Europe, our countries and our individual lives in significant ways. We therefore trust that the power we as citizens have placed in your hands will be used wisely, to nominate people who represent all of us, and work for all of our interests, including the half of us who are women. Already, the President Elect of the new Commission is a man, and the President of the new Parliament is likewise. Will there be a 50/50 gender balance in the new European Commission and will any of the four top posts be held by a representative of the other 50% of European citizens?
Dear leaders,

The European Union you lead today is a Union since 1957 committed to the fundamental democratic principles of justice, diversity and equality, including equality between women and men. Nevertheless, it remains a Union where gender inequalities prevail and women are largely excluded from the highest echelons of decision-making. Fifty years of commitment have not paid off as they should have, and now is the time for action, and for leading by example. 
Almost 350 prominent persons have supported the EWL 50/50 Campaign for Democracy, including President of the European Commission José Manuel Barroso and the Vice President Margot Wallström, Vice-Presidents of the European Parliament (2004-2009) Rodi Kratsa and Diana Wallis, Nobel Prize winner Orhan Pamuk, Prime Minister of Belgium Herman Van Rompuy, Slovenian President Danilo Türk, Deputy Prime Minister of Spain Teresa Ferdandez de la Vega and of Belgium Joëlle Milquet, former President of Ireland Mary Robinson and former President of the European Parliament Simone Veil. 15 leading policy makers from the European Commission and Parliament reaffirmed their commitment on 16 September by issuing a Statement calling for gender balance in European politics. Thousands of women and men have signed the EWL 50/50 petition for equal representation of women and men in European policy-making. Taking their voices into account and implementing a fair system of representation should not be so difficult: the European Women’s Lobby has long been asking governments to embrace a system of dual nomination, notably for the European Commission, putting forward each time one woman and one man candidate. From this huge pool of talent let the negotiations select our most able representatives, representatives who unequivocally reflect the needs and aspirations of all Europeans, representatives who will work for balanced and just societies for all, representatives who will be able to hold their heads high on the global stage and avoid a blush when they lecture others on human rights.

Dear members of the European Council,
There is surely no need to remind you that your democratic mandate is not something to be taken lightly. We very much hope that you will take into consideration our legitimate demands and stand by your responsibilities to all your people – both men and women – and fight for their most basic right of democratic representation. 

Yours faithfully,
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Brigitte TRIEMS

EWL President

National Council of German Women’s Organisations – Deutscher Frauenrat
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Thérèse MURPHY

EWL Vice-President

National Women’s Council of Ireland
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Martine LEVY

EWL Vice-President

Coordination Française pour le Lobby Européen des Femmes
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Iliana BALABANOVA-STOYCHEVA

Bulgarian Women’s Lobby
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Eva FAGER

Swedish Women’s Lobby
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Karen SERRES

COPA – European Farmers
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Elisabeth LAW

UK Joint Committee on Women
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Marlene PARENZAN

Österreichischer Frauenring
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Ria LUYTEN

Coordination Belge du Lobby européen des femmes

Nederlandstalige Vrouwenraad
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Susana PAVLOU

Cyprus Women’s Lobby
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Rada BORIC

Women’s Network Croatia
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Alexandra JACHANOVA DOLEZELOVA

Czech Women’s Lobby
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Vicki THERKILDSEN

Women’s Council in Denmark
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Riina KÜTT

Estonian Women’s Association Roundtable (EWAR)
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Chrysiis SFANDOU-KIMINOU

Coordination of Greek Women’s NGOs for the EWL
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Katalin KELEMMENE KEVEHAZI

Hungarian Women's Lobby
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Alba DINI

Coordinamento Italiano della Lobby Europea delle Donne - LEF Italia 
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Ms Edite KALNINA
Women’s NGOs Cooperation Network of Latvia 
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Jurgita PECIURIENE

Lithuanian Women’s Lobby
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Marie Paule GRAUL-PLATZ

Conseil National des Femmes du Luxembourg
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Anna BORG

Malta Confederation of Women’s Organisations (MCWO)
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Marta COSTA

PPDM – Plataforma Portuguesa para os Direitos das Mulheres

Portuguese Platform for Women’s Rights
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Dina LOGHIN

Romanian Women’s Lobby
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Olga PIETRUCHOVA

Slovak Women’s Lobby
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Elizabeta BARETIC KOLAR
Women’s Lobby Slovenia
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Marta ORTIZ

Coordinadora Espanola del Lobby  Europeo de Mujeres – CELEM
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Rachel CADO

Business & Professional Women Europe
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Maria Eugenia BARNA
CES-ETUC Confédération Européenne des Syndicats - European Trade Union Confederation
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Kirsten LÜHMANN

Confédération Européenne des Syndicats Indépendants – CESI
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Grace WEDEKIND

European Centre of the International
Council of Women - ECICW –

Centre Européen du Conseil International des Femmes – CECIF
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Gunta ANCA

European Disability Forum
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Berendina RABE

Soroptimist International of Europe
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Marie José JONCZY

University Women of Europe – UWE

Groupe Européen des Femmes Diplômées des Universités (GEFDU)
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Martha Jean BAKER

Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom
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